CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

details, but also in the general theory of
man's position upon earth.

Muhammed, the preacher of repentance,
had become a temporal prince in Medina;
his civil and political administration was
ecclesiastical in character, an inevitable re-
sult of his position as the apostle of God,
whose congregation was at the same time
a state. This theory of the state led
later theorists unconsciously to follow the
lead of Christianity, which regarded the
church as supreme in every department of
life, and so induced Muhammedanism to
adopt views of life and social order which
are now styled mediaeval. The theological
development of this system is to be attri-
buted chiefly to groups of pious thinkers in
Medina : they were excluded from political
life when the capital was transferred from
Medina to Damascus and were left in peace
to elaborate their theory of the Muhamme-
dan divine polity. The influence of these
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